Urban  District  Council  of  Rushden. « 4 


Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report,  1897- 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1897. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  have  been  164  59  under  1  year;  26,  1  year  and  under  5  ; 

9,  5  years  and  under  15;  8,  15  years  and  under  25  ;  29,  25  years  and  under  65  ;  33,  65  years  and  upwards. 

The  causes  of  death  are  as  follows 5  from  Typhoid  Fever,  6  from  Diarrhoea,  17  trom  Phthisis, 
29  from  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis,  10  from  Whooping  Cough,  2  from  Scarlet  Fever,  3  from  Diphtheria, 

11  from  Heart  Disease,  3  Accidental  Deaths,  2  Suicides,  77  from  all  other  Diseases. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  Rushden  are  2190,  and,  allowing  5  persons  for  each  house,  the 
average  estimated  population  would  be  10,950.  This  brings  the  death  rate  to  15  4  per  1000. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  were  393  1 98  boys,  158  girls.  The  birth  rate  being  35  8 

per  1 000. 

In  looking  through  the  causes  of  mortality  I  find  there  are  20  deaths  from  Zymotic  Disease,  5  from 
Typhoid  Fever,  2  from  Scarlet  Fever,  3  from  Diphtheria,  and  10  from  Whooping  Cough.  This  disease,  as 
I  have  previously  remarked  in  my  reports,  is  not  looked  upon  in  as  serious  a  manner  as  it  ought  to  be.  It 
is  very  contagious  and  yet  hardly  any  precautions  are  taken  as  to  isolation  or  disinfection.  The  increased 
death  rate  of  the  present  year  has  been  caused  by  the  presence  of  Zymotic  Disease ;  also  from  there  being 
more  deaths  from  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  ;  there  was  also  marked  increase  of  deaths  of  old  persons  over 
65  years,  there  being  33  deaths  compared  with  10  of  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  deaths  trom 
Phthisis  is  about  the  same. 

I  find  that  Scarlet  Fever  appeared  in  March  and  reached  an  epidemic  stage  in  Oct.  and  Nov. 
As  most  of  the  cases  occurred  in  families  where  children  had  been  attending  school,  I  suggested  the 
advisability  of  having  the  floors,  desks,  and  forms  washed  frequently  with  disinfectants,  also  the  school 
rooms  should  be  well  aired  by  having  all  windows  left  open  while  the  children  were  absent ;  pointing  out 
that  in  the  presence  of  an  epidemic  condensed  air  would  be  liable  to  spread  the  disease.  The  Council, 
approving  of  my  suggestions,  directed  that  they  should  be  forwarded  to  the  schools.  After  this  had  been 

carried  out  the  fever  soon  abated. 

In  June  there  were  three  cases  of  Diphtheria  resulting  from  sewer  gas.  In  one  instance  the  sink 
drain  was  in  direct  communication  with  that  of  the  sewer.  In  the  other  case  the  children  had  been  playing 
in  the  yard  while  the  drain  which  was  out  of  order  was  under  repair.  At  this  period  the  man-holes  of  t  e 
main  sewers  were  very  offensive,  and  I  advised  their  being  systematically  flushed,  and  at  the  present  time 

we  have  a  flushing  van  in  use. 

In  July  there  was  a  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  in  West  Street.  The  child  returned  from  Little 
Addington  (where  she  had  been  on  a  visit  for  several  weeks)  with  the  fever.  The  well  water  she  had  been 
drinking  at  Rushden  was  condemned  as  being  unfit  tor  use  some  months  previously.  In  August  3  iesi 
cases  occurred  in  the  same  house.  About  the  same  time  a  boy,  Dix,  in  the  Washbrook  Road,  also  had  the 
fever.  He  had  been  at  work  near  West  Street.  Also  a  boy  named  Gilbert  of  Melbourne  Terrace,  V  ictona. 
Road,  near  West  Street.  He  had  been  drinking  the  well  water  that  supplied  Melbourne  Terrace.  At  the 
time  I  tested  it  I  failed  to  discover  any  organic  matter,  but,  as  I  have  previously  pointed  out,  surlace  water 
is  liable  to  become  contaminated  at  any  moment.  In  October  there  were  4  fresh  cases  :-i  in  West  Street, 
the  2nd  in  Washbrook  Road,  the  3rd  in  Melbourne  Terrace,  and  a  4th  in  Delve  Close;  I  condemned  the  watei 
here  some  time  back  and  had  a  notice  to  that  effect  on  the  pump.  The  last  patient  had  previously  been 
doing  washing  for  the  Typhoid  cases  in  West  Street  where  she  doubtless  contracted  the  fever.  In  November 
there  were  4  fresh  cases,  3  in  South  Terrace,  and  1  in  Washbrook  Road  where  there  were  already  some  cases. 


' 

‘ 


The  fresh  cases  in  South-terrace  were  doubtless  from  drinking-  the  water  which  had  been  condemned  as 
decidedly  bad.  The  insanitary  condition  of  this  place  I  brought  the  notice  of  the  Council  a  few 
months  since  and  pointed  out  that  there  were  a  number  of  Piggeries  in  dangerous  proximity  to  the  well. 
In  December  there  were  lo  fresh  cases,  all  located  in  Melbourne  Terrace,  Victoria  Road.  The  water  which 
I  tested  was  bad.  This  had  been  supplying  the  whole  terrace.  These  cases  show  the  danger  of 
drinking  surface  well  water.  Another  case,  a  boy  named  Clark,  of  Moor  Road,  had  been  drinking  the 
water  that  supplied  the  above  cases.  With  this  the  fever  seems  to  have  ended.  Had  the  above  availed 
themselves  of  the  town  water,  most  of  the  Typhoid  cases  would  not  have  occurred. 


SPECIAL  REPORT  ON  WATER  SUPPLY  AS  REQUIRED  BY  THE 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD. 


The  present  water  supply  is  from  surface  wells  (28  feet  in  sand)  situated  in  the  parish  of  Wyming- 
ton.  They  were  sunk  by  the  Local  Board  in  1893.  The  quantity  then  was  at  the  rate  of  100,000  gallons  in 
lo  hours’  pumping.  This  has  since  decreased,  and  at  the  present  time  it  is  only  50,000  gallons  in  24  hours’ 
pumping.  A  fresh  well  was  sunk  near  the  above  well  in  the  Northants  sand  last  year,  producing  at  the 
beginning  15,000  gallons  of  water  in  24  hours’  pumping.  This,  however,  is  rapidly  decreasing,  and 
necessitates  the  Council  seeking  other  means  of  finding  another  source.  Tenders  have  been  accepted  and 
the  Council  are  now  about  boring  and  probably  will  have  to  go  through  the  Lias  Clay  about  250  feet,  where 
is  hoped  an  abundant  supply  will  be  found. 

That  the  boring  scheme  should  be  proceeded  with  at  once  is  evident  to  all.  This  should  be  done  to 
prevent  serious  results  that  are  likely  to  follow  from  insufficient  water.  Most  of  the  houses  now  use  the 
town  water,  both  for  domestic  purposes  and  as  a  direct  supply  to  the  water  closets.  In  the  latter  case  a 
diminished  quantity  would  be  a  very  serious  matter  as  the  sewers  would  not  be  properly  flushed.  We  have 
now  only  about  8  gallons  per  head,  whereas  16  gallons  per  head  ought  to  be  the  minimum,  and  about  25 
gallons  is  necessary  as  a  general  supp/y. 

The  present  wells  are  so  circumstanced  that  they  run  no  risk  of  contamination,  Wymington  being 
about  half-a-mile  distant.  At  the  same  time  it  behoves  the  Council  to  prohibit  Wymington  parish  from 
emptying  any  organic  matter  into  their  brook,  as  in  that  case  it  might  prove  dangerous  to  the  wells. 

I  examined  17  samples  of  well  water,  8  of  which  were  bad,  and  notices  to  that  effect  were  placed 

upon  the  pumps. 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  extra  work  for  your  Inspector,  Mr.  Martin,  which  he  has  carried 
out  very  faithfully.  He  reports  drains  repaired,  72;  without  water  and  put  on,  4;  Rooms  fumigated,  about 
too;  Disinfectants  supplied  in  about  90  cases  of  Fever ;  Closets  repaired,  new  pails  furnished,  54;  Pigstys 
removed,  12;  Refuse  removed  by  order,  18;  Water  taps  repaired,  18;  Number  of  houses  were  bedding  was 
destroyed,  6.  Workshops  visited  frequently  during  the  year. 

I  beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  R.  OWEN, 

Feby.  3rd,  1898.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


“  Echo  ”  Office,  Rushden. 
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